
Selectboard Meeting                                                                                                                             May 15, 2017 

Selectboard Member’s present: Chair Peeker Heffernan, Michelle Perlee, Peter Coffey, Ted Lylis and Joel 
Bouvier.  Also present was Town Administrator Therese Kirby, Board Clerk Tasha Bouvier, filming for 
NEAT TV by Mary Arbuckle, Jim Quaglino, Patty Heather-Lea, Ian Albinson, Police Chief Kevin Gibbs, Rick 
Desorda, Gail Martin, Sally Burrell, Linda Andrews, Porter Knight, Eric Forand and Virginia Bukowski. 

1. At 7:06 p.m. Peter Coffey moved for Joel Bouvier to be temporary chair.  Michelle Perlee 
second, so voted. (Peeker Heffernan joined the meeting at 7:47 pm.)  
 

2. Chief of Police Kevin Gibbs presented the first draft of the ordinance regulating the discharge of 
firearms.  In the ordinance, it states you cannot fire a weapon on or within 500 feet of any town 
owned property, 1,000 feet from school property and 500 from another resident’s 
property.  Kevin Gibbs mentioned that the distances were a little high in the draft.  Kevin sent an 
email to the list serve for Chiefs of Police in the State and received several ordinances. Ginnie 
Bukowski also sent Kevin a bunch from her research.  Ted Lylis asked about paint ball guns. That 
would be in the general weapons category.  Ted Lylis asked about gun ranges.  Would indoor or 
outdoor gun ranges be allowed?  Therese Kirby made a note to include that in the next 
draft.  Michelle Perlee and Peter Coffey felt this ordinance should just cover the Police 
District. There was a discussion surrounding whether or not this ordinance should adhere to 
different zoning areas. Therese and Kevin will look at that, as well as other options, and then 
come back to the Selectboard with a second draft. 
 

3. Annual Water and Sewer District Meetings and budget vote.  Peeker called the annual 
water/sewer district meeting to order at 7:28 pm. Therese explained the current financial 
situation of the sewer district. There are 34 users in the sewer district.  The sewer system is 
expensive to maintain.  Therese Kirby stated an option may be appropriating money from the 
general fund to the sewer district, to absorb some of the costs of the sewer department.  The 
Town could put $2,500 per year in the sewer capital fund, from the general fund.  Therese Kirby 
stated the Board/Commissioners need to think of the long-term plan of the sewer 
system.  Therese discussed a 20% increase to all three rates for sewer district.  Ted Lylis moved 
accept the 20% increase for the sewer department charges to users effective July 1, 2017.  Peter 
Coffey seconded, so voted.  Therese Kirby is recommending a 7% rate increase for users for the 
water department.  Discussion regarding how many meters had been replaced so far. There 
have been 69 meters replaced so far out of 100 from June 2016 to July 2017. Due to the cost of 
some of the larger meters, Therese does not feel we can replace 150 per year, due to budget 
constraints. Joel Bouvier moved to accept the budget as presented with the 7% rate 
increase.  Michelle Perlee seconded, so voted.  The annual water/sewer district meeting was 
closed at 8:02 pm. 
 

 

4. Public Forum.  Jim Quaglino feels the firearms ordinance is not necessary.  He feels the Police 
can deal with each situation as they come.  Ian Albinson asked if there was public input on the 
hiring of the new Town Administrator. There is not.  Michelle Perlee stated if he has a concern, 
to email Therese Kirby some questions and she will send it to the Selectboard.  Ian Albinson 
about Pocock.  Can he hang banners in Town and who is in charge of that?  Ian Albinson would 
have to get a permit which he can get at the Town offices.  He would have to hire someone to 
put it up and take it down.  Victor Hinojosa is stepping away from the kiosk project.  He thanked 



Eric Forand for all his help and the Selectboard for the opportunity.  Therese Kirby wanted to 
know if she should ask the Zoning Board of Adjustment to adjourn and come together again in 
two weeks. That way it gives her more time to have Deb put together a presentation of the 
mock up or sample sign.  Michelle and Peeker would like to move forward with the 
permit.  Peter Coffey, Ted Lylis and Joel Bouvier want to pull the permit, since Victor is no longer 
in the picture, they do not have any time constraints.  Peter Coffey moved to pull the 
permit.  Ted Lylis seconded, so voted.  Michelle Perlee and Peeker Heffernan voted no.  Peeker 
Heffernan asked if the Selectboard should put together a committee and how many people 
should be on it.  The consensus was to see how many applications are received, and then they 
can decide from there.  The committee may not only look at the kiosk, but also how to 
communicate with residents.  Therese will craft a FPF post for Pam.   Interested people will be 
interviewed at the June 12, 2017 Selectboard meeting at 7 pm.  Porter Knight mentioned she is 
working on behalf of the Bristol Recreation Club on a trail around Bristol.  She has been speaking 
with community members to see if there is an interest of putting a trail around Bristol.  She is 
hoping to have a meeting sometime this summer.  She will have more information after the 
meeting.   
 

5. Ted Lylis moved to allow Tour de Farms to bike through Bristol on August 6, 2017 from 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m. and 12 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Peter Coffey seconded, so voted.  Therese Kirby will remind 
Tour de Farms to have the bikers ride two abreast. 
 

6. Joel Bouvier moved to approve the following curb cut applications with the conditions 
recommended by the Road Foreman: Jill Neubauer, George Landis & Susan Small, Ivan Hendee 
and Donna Macgowan.  Peter Coffey moved, so voted.   
 

7. Michelle Perlee moved to sign the grant resolution for the Bristol Family Housing Feasibility 
Study for $30,000 to look at updating the Hunt Farm Road property.  Joel Bouvier seconded, so 
voted. 
 

8. Michelle Perlee moved to accept People’s United Bank bond anticipation note line of credit for 
$1,075,000 at 1.95% interest for interim financing of the West Street Water and Stormwater 
project.  Peter Coffey seconded, so voted. 
 

9. Discussion of water connection to two properties on Devino Lane. The water main on Devino 
Lane currently does not run all the way to North Street, it heads north on Meadow Lane. 
Therese Kirby spoke with Peter D. Ryan and he said when the Trustees were installing the water 
main, they did not have enough money. That is currently the same problem the water district 
has now; we currently don’t have $50,000 (approximate) to complete the loop.  Allen Lathrop 
contacted Therese about the issue, as the two properties (one currently owned by his father’s 
estate and one previously sold by his father) are not connected to the water system. Therese 
spoke with Mike Ladue about his connection and Alan Huizenga of Green Mountain Engineering. 
When the North Street water line was being installed, the Board had the foresight to install a 
line from North Street to Devino Lane and cap it for a future connection. Therese felt Allen 
Lathrop had two options, one he could grant an easement to connect the water lines to North 
Street across his father’s property or the Selectboard could grant him an easement to work in 
the Towns right of way.  Therese Kirby wanted to get the Selectboards input on this.  Peeker 



Heffernan would recommend a service line connection to Devino Lane instead of North Street, 
within the Town’s right of way, the Board agreed. 
 

10. Joel Bouvier moved to award the Upper Notch bid per recommendation of Road Foreman and 
Town Administrator to Masterson’s Excavating.  Ted Lylis seconded, so voted.    Masterson’s was 
the low bidder at $44,366 for the entire project and $120 an hour for alternate option #1.This 
work is 80% paid for by a Better Back Roads Grant. 
 

11. Discussion of Martin Appraisal Services appraisal of 18.08 acres and sale of land.  Therese Kirby 
will put it out for bid for 30 days.  Craigslist, Addison Independent and Front Porch Forum.  Joel 
Bouvier moved to advertise the sale of the 18.08 acres off from Stoney Hill and Lover’s Lane for 
30 days.  Ted Lylis seconded, so voted.   
 

12. Michelle Perlee moved to approve minutes of May 1, 2017 with no corrections.  Ted Lylis 
seconded, so voted. 
 

13. Accounts Payable $86,197.06. 
 

14. Liquor licenses:  Stone Cutter Spirits @ Lulu’s for two days acting as a pop up bar from 4:30pm 
to11:30pm on May 18 and May 19.  At Pocock Rocks: Lincoln Peak Vineyard, Halyard Brewing, 
Zero Gravity, Fiddlehead and Farmers & Forgers LLC, all from 3pm-8pm.  Michelle Perlee moved 
to grant the special event permits.  Joel Bouvier seconded, so voted. 
 

15. Selectboard Concerns.  Joel Bouvier asked about the payment to the Sheriff Department to 
serve a small claims court summons. He is wondering if it is worth it.  Therese Kirby stated she 
wants the money back, as the business breached their contract with the Town and if the Town 
does not get cash, she will put a lien on their property.  Joel Bouvier asked if the Human 
Powered Parade has insurance for their event.  Therese Kirby said yes, Melanie said Middlebury 
Underground is sponsoring the event and they are covering it. Therese also said the Town does 
not need it, because Melanie agreed they are following the rules of the road, and the biggest 
parts of the event are on the Bristol Recreation Club property.  Ted Lylis asked about the 
National Bank of Middlebury and the mirror by the drive thru.  Joel Bouvier stated the Bank and 
Pomerleau are looking at closing down the drive thru and turning the land into a small park.  Ted 
Lylis said the Lord’s Prayer Rock has a big crack in it.  Mike Ladue is going to look at it and see if 
there is a solution to prevent the rock from cracking further.  Michelle Perlee asked what the 
State is going to do about teacher’s insurance.  Now their idea is to mandate the school come up 
with the savings.  Therese Kirby hasn’t heard back about the H.518 and moving the retirement 
fund from the general fund to the education fund.  Joel Bouvier would like to acknowledge 
when Therese Kirby mentions the Road Foreman, he wants everyone to understand they are 
recognizing the entire Road Crew for their hard work.  Peeker Heffernan said a business was in 
Bristol paving driveways on Plank Road and they did not have appropriate signs when they were 
working in the Town’s right of way.   Therese Kirby will write a letter to John Witherbee.  
 

16. Town Administrator’s Report: Therese asked Joel to give her some Saturday mornings that he 
could be available to meet with a committee from ACSWMD regarding food scraps. Therese 
would like to see R&L bring a bin with them and then take it with them when they leave the 
dump.  She is afraid if a container is left on the premises, it will call rats. Therese read a note 



from the Fire Chief regarding BFD’s Annual Recognition Night.  Alex Bishop, Ryan Dennecker, 
Kris Perlee & Carl Gile have reached 5 years of service, Jarrett Kimball for 10 years, Amos Martin 
15 years and George Smith for 60 years. N.H. Munsill’s Outstanding Service Award was given to 
Joel Bouvier.  Most training hours award for James Goodyear and Amos Martin received the 
Outstanding Contributor award.  There is an Illegal dump site on Upper Notch Road.  Brett 
LaRose dragged some garbage to the top during Green Up.  There were mattresses, sofas, trash, 
etc.  Therese Kirby spoke with the Conservation Commission and they offered to help organize 
the clean up.  The Road Foreman has agreed to help with the clean up by providing man power 
and equipment.  Therese Kirby has reported it to the Sheriff’s Department.  Therese would like 
to put up signs and cameras. She would like the Selectboard to agree to pay overtime wages and 
equipment rental charges as well as the cost to dispose of the trash at ACSWD and they did. The 
Bay State Elevator contract has been signed.  $200 per month for them to service the elevator or 
come and fix it and the parts to fix it.  Joel thinks they should go with the smaller service 
agreement, so Therese will speak with them to see about changing it.  Brook Field Generator 
Contract was signed and is in the accounts payable. They will be coming annually to service the 
generators.  ACEC of VT merit award.  Therese received a call from Stantec and they won an 
award for the engineering of the street light project on Main Street.  Stantec would like to have 
a Selectboard member come and accept the award. Peeker will let Therese know if he can 
attend. VTrans Bicycle & Pedestrian Grant- Therese thinks the Selectboard should wait and 
apply for it next year, as her application for the Downtown Grant was not funded; it makes 
sense to apply for the two grants next year.  Ryan Krushenic was awarded the grant he applied 
for from the United Way of Addison County. They need a letter of support from the 
Selectboard.  The Board asked Therese   to send a letter on their behalf.   
 

17. At 10:16 p.m. Michelle Perlee moved to enter executive session to discuss the employment of a 
new Town Administrator and evaluations of a public officer(s) or employee(s), per 1 V.S.A. § 313 
(a) (3).  Joel Bouvier seconded, so voted. 
 

18. The Board came out of executive session at 10:45p.m. No motions were made. At 10:45p.m. Joel 
Bouvier moved to adjourn the meeting.  Peter Coffey seconded, so voted. 

  

Respectfully Submitted, 
Tasha Bouvier 


