
 

 

Design Review Committee 
November 8, 2016 
Meeting Minutes 

 
Board Members:  Ron LaRose, Ken Weston, Jim Weening, Liz Herrmann, Slim Pickens 
 
Others Present:  Eric Forand (Zoning Administrator) 
 
Public: Bob & Zachary Hines 
 
The Design Review Committee meeting was called to order at 6:05pm 
 
New Business: 
Ron opened the review of permit #16-77. Zachary Hines described his Boy Scout Eagle 
project. He would like to build a structure to house the Howden Hall bell. He has 
received permission from both the Historical Society and the Selectboard. He is 
proposing a structure that will look similar to the coach house that is located on the 
property. He would have it oriented the same direction, the same color and the same 
materials on the outside and the roof. This structure will replace the current information 
kiosk that is there. Ken commented that the DRC regulations ask that the frontline of 
new structure are in line with the frontline of structures that are there. The Commission 
also discussed moving it a little west so it would be away from the tree line. Bob asked if 
it would be possible to add light run of a small solar panel. He envisioned a small low 
level downward facing light on the inside of the building run off a small panels on the 
south facing gable end.  
 
Ken made a motion to forward the recommendation to approve permit #16-77 to the 
Planning Commission, seconded by Jim with the recommendation to move the structure 
back so the frontline is in line with the coach house and possibly to the west if it does not 
impede access, and that a low level downward facing light run off a solar collector on the 
south side of the structure be allowed.  All were in favor (5-0). 
 
 
Ron opened the review of permit # 16-76. The applicant was not present so the ZA 
presented the application. RiteAid would like to have on site from October until March 
each year a 20ft long storage container. They will place it on the east side of the 
building, between them and Shaws. They will use the container for storage of their 
Christmas surplus merchandise. The ZA explained that RiteAid had put the container 
there the previous year without a permit. The ZA also explained that it is a coincidence 
that the container was the same color as the building and in the future that may not be 
the case.  
 
Slim made a motion to deny the application based on the fact that a storage container 
does not fit into the characteristics of the neighborhood, seconded by Liz. Jim stated 
that the DRC allowed a trailer on the Howden Hall property which is also in the district. 
Ken mentioned that the DRC asked that screening be put up around the trailer behind 
Howden Hall. Jim stated that they could impose a time restriction on the permit. He 
thought 5 years and then the permit is no longer valid. Slim stated maybe that would get 
Pomerlou to build an addition, which is a better option. Slim retracted his motion, Liz 



 

 

retracted her second.  Ken thought imposing time limits may be past the scope of the 
DRC.  
 
Jim made a motion to forward the recommendation to approve permit #16-76 to the 
Planning Commission, seconded by Ken with the recommendations that the container 
be placed on the east side of the building and not protrude passed the south face of the 
building, that it is only be in place from October 1st to March 1st of each year, that it be a 
comparable color to the existing building and that the permit terminates in 5 years. All 
were in favor (5-0).  
 
Ken made a motion to accept as presented the minutes from the June 20, 2016 Design 
Review Committee meeting, seconded by Slim. All were in favor (5-0).  
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 6:55pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted  

Eric J Forand 


