
 

 

TOWN OF BRISTOL, VERMONT 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

  13 APRIL 2017 

AT HOLLEY HALL, BRISTOL VT 

 

MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ken Johnson (KJ), Chair; Pete Diminico (PD) Vice-Chair; Katie 

Reilley (KR), Clerk; David Henderson (DH); Kristen Underwood (KU); Randy Durand (RD); 

Richard Butz (RB); Carolyn Dash (CD); Jim Stapleton (JS). 

 

ALSO ATTENDING:  

 

I. Call to order. 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

II. Public comment period. 

 No public present. 

 

III.  Addition of items to the agenda. 

A. KU requested the addition of an item previously under Old Business: Farr/Fuller 

buffer treatment. 

B. Green Up Day: May 6, 2017; coordination. 

 

IV. Approval of minutes of 9 March 2017. 

KU moved that the minutes of 9 March 2017 be approved; RB seconded; approved by all. 

 

V. Correspondence.  

E-mails related to items listed below. 

 

VI. Old Business  

A. Conservation Commission membership:  Review of Commission membership, By-

Laws and special interests of commissioners. 

Pete and Katie having been trying to resolve discrepancies between the Town Office’s 

list and the current list of Commissioners updated by Katie. Pete has been talking with 

town staff, and will resolve the finalized list.  

Randy had suggested that the Commissioners look at the current by-laws to pinpoint 

areas of interest. Richard, Jim and Carolyn all responded by email. Kristen developed a 

checklist which was distributed to commissioners for their use.  

B. Flood Resilience Master’s Project: review of Gabe Andrews’ presentation; update. 

(Combine this item with Item VI. C below.) 

Gabe will be presenting his program to the Planning Commission; however it will need 

to be abbreviated. Sacha Pealer River Scientist & Floodplain Manager from the VT 

DEC will also be present to provide an overview of the program, zoning options for 

river corridors, technical/financial resources from the State, and other items. 

C. River Corridor Protection: Discussion on position statement regarding 

recommendations to the Planning Commission and Selectboard on river corridor 

planning and management; discussion with Planning Commission on 18 April 2017. 

(See above.) 



 

 

D. South Street Historical Walk: update. 

Nothing to report at this time. 

E. Paul Fuller site: control of Japanese Knotweed: update. 

It may be possible for Stever Bartlett to bring his team members to work on Japanese 

knotweed. Vermont River Conservancy will have some funds available for two more 

years. 

F. Saunders River Access: coordination regarding maintenance, spring transplanting and 

watering tree saplings; update. 

Stever Bartlett and crew might also help with this Japanese knotweed management, as 

well as transplanting saplings. 

G. Green Stormwater Infrastructure:  Update on status of Vermont Community Fund 

Grant; discussion on strategies for expanding green infrastructure, including making 

rain barrels available (see attached). 

Richard discussed a rain barrel program that he worked on in Buffalo, NY, that was 

highly successful He has discussed the proposal to buy rain barrels and have them 

available to the public. Darla Senecal of the Recreation Department was very 

enthusiastic and will participate in the activities, sponsor a rain barrel painting 

workshop, assist in financing etc. 

There was discussion as to payment for the barrels: Richard volunteered to purchase 

12 rain barrels and 12 fitting kits with his own funds ($576), just to get the program 

moving forward. This is the minimum number of barrels to be purchased at one time. 

Pete suggested using Conservation Reserve Fund money. Richard already made 

arrangements to start off with a workshop, co-sponsored by the Rec Dept. on May 6, 

2017, and also has a table at the Pock Rocks festival in June as well. 

H. Bristol Village tree inventory: Follow-up coordination Vermont Urban & Community 

Forestry Program; update. 

Randy reviewed the history of the tree inventory to update the new commissioners. 

Dave Henderson will check on the current status of the Tree Warden. Hopefully, a 

Tree Advisory Committee can be established to move forward with management of 

street trees. 

I. Eagle Park: on-going maintenance discussion; update. 

Dave had provided photographs that he had taken of the Eagle Park fishing access. 

Maintenance of the plantings and path needed to b scheduled, 

DH moved that a work crew meet at Eagle Park on Saturday, May 6
th

 at 8:00 a.m.; PD 

seconded; all approved. 

Carolyn had tried to find Eagle Park last month and had difficulty finding it. She 

suggested that we put together better mapping/descriptive information so people can 

more easily access Bristol’s open space/park areas. 

J. New Haven River, Bartlett Falls: Addison County River Watch Collaborative to install 

signpost providing information on water quality; to be done in the spring. 

K. Town Natural Resource Map for Town Meeting Day: update 

Richard will investigate. 

L. Farr/Fuller Property Riparian buffer along Baldwin Creek discussion of buffer 

management. 

Kristen related that there will be a work party to pull Wild Parsnip plants that are 

within the buffer area. This is being sponsored by Vermont Land Trust, and is 

scheduled for Friday, May 26. Arrangements will be finalized by our next meeting. 

M. Green-Up Day: Saturday, May 6, 2017. 



 

 

Randy had a Green Up Vermont countdown schedule, listing the specific activities that 

lead up to the Big Day. Randy will be coordinating our activities, with Dave Rosen’s 

participation as well. A map with work locations will be in Town Hall. Richard thought 

Sycamore Park was in need of attention. 

 

VII. New Business 

A. Information concerning the status of the Eastern Coyote in Vermont and associated 

management strategies; discussion. 

Randy discussed the investigations being pursued by the VT Fish & Wildlife, which 

include the possibility of creating a season to hunt coyotes, rather than an open 

season; disallowing the coordinated hunts, etc.  

B. Addison County Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan: discussion on biking and 

hiking trails in the Town of Bristol. 

Jim had spoken with Porter Knight who is working on establishing a bike/hike 
trail in the Bristol area and is currently researching previous efforts to do same. 
This is in conjunction with the Addison County Regional Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Plan effort to establish hiking trails in the Bristol area and Addison County. She 
offered to come to a Commission meeting to discuss the topic. Jim had offered the 

support of the Conservation Commission (see attached.) 

C. Vermont Agency of Natural Resources website BioFinder: discussion of presentation 

on use of software (http://biofinder.vermont.gov). 

Jim and Katie had attended a VT ANR workshop on the new BioFinder mapping 

software. The state representative, Monica Przyperhart offered to come and speak 

with the Commission about the topic. We could also invite the general public (Front 

Porch Forum, etc.). Jim will contact Monica. 

  

VIII. Other 

 

IX. Upcoming events 

A. Planning Commission Meeting regarding river corridor planning: Tuesday 18 April 

2017. 

B. May 6, 2017: Green-Up Day. 

C. May 6, 2017: Eagle Park work day. 

D. May 6, 2017: rain barrel workshop. 

E. May 26, 2017: Farr/Fuller Wild Parsnip clean-up. 

 

X. Next Meeting Schedule: Thursday, 11 May 2017. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

KU moved that the meeting be adjourned; DH seconded; approved by all. 
 Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  

http://biofinder.vermont.gov/


 

 

Bristol Rain Barrels 
 

Draft Description 
 
 
The Bristol Conservation Commission is developing plans to increase our 
citizens’ awareness  of stormwater issues by encouraging the use of rain 
barrels connected to downspouts.  The water collected can then be used to 
water lawns and gardens in a controlled manner. 
 
Rain barrels not only collect water, reducing run-off, they can also collect 
awareness and can help generate community. To this end BCC is hoping 
to sponsor a campaign to encourage Bristol residents to adopt rain barrels 
by engaging our recreation department, arts organizations, and schools in 
adopting rain barrels and decorating them to be auctioned  at a town 
festival. Along with the barrels we’ll provide information about the problems 
created by run-off and the benefits of controlling it. 
 
The plan is to provide rain barrels, at no cost, to those organizations that 
participate and to make rain barrels available to members of the community 
at cost.  The Bristol Recreation Department has offered to sponsor several 
rain barrel workshops and handle sales. Bristol CORE has agreed to give 
us a table at  the Pocock Festival at no cost.  And the Five Towns Arts 
Council will consider participating at their next meeting 
 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
Logistics 
 
The “Barrel Man” will sell us olive barrels for $20.00 each, a $5.00 discount. 
The “Rain Guys” in Columbus, Ohio, will sell us the parts kits for $28.00, 
also a $5.00 discount.  
So, a barrel will cost us $48.00 
Proposal #1: that we initially purchase 12 barrels and kits, install the 
kits, and make the barrels available to our Recreation Department, 
arts organizations and schools, to decorate so they can be placed 
around town and then auctioned off at the Pocock Festival on June 
17, in the park. (Cost $576.00 offset by auction) 
 



 

 

Secondly, we have been invited to introduce the rain barrels at an event 
sponsored by the Recreation Department at Holley Hall on Saturday, May 
6, at 10:00am. We’d be included with a composting workshop. 
 
Proposal # 2: that we purchase another 12 barrels and kits so they 
can be available for the May 6 event at Holley Hall. (Initial cost $576.00, 
offset by sales) 
 
Thirdly, the Recreation Department has offered to sell the rain barrels for 
us. Darla Senecal indicated that they can collect the money at the Rec. 
Dept. office and credit the funds to the BCC account.  She also said they 
could sell them at the Town Wide Yard Sale on June 6. 
 
Fourth, The Recreation Department will help us set up a workshop in the 
park if we decide to do so. 
 
Proposal # 3: that we partner with the Recreation Department to take 
orders for barrels and kits for $50.00 each and for assembled rain 
barrels for $60.00 each. 
 
Finally, we will need to find a place to store the rain barrels between 
events. 
 
 
Richard Butz 
 
 
 

 

 


