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Town of Bristol, Vermont Notice of Public Hearing
On the proposed amendments to the Town of Bristol Zoning Bylaws and Regulations

The Bristol Planning Commission (PC) will hold a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. Tuesday, October 4, 2016 in the Town offices at Holley Hall to take public testimony on the proposed amendments to the Town of Bristol Zoning Bylaws and Regulations.

Statement of Purpose

In bringing the Town’s zoning regulations into conformity with the Town Plan approved in November 2012 and into compliance with Vermont State Statute, the PC’s major focus has been to establish the opportunities for growth now mandated by the Town Plan. We took our lead from the Town Plan’s emphasis on the importance of our compact village structure, with its blend of residential, retail/commercial, and municipal development. We thus looked for ways of supporting economic development that might also generate higher wages within walking distance of our Town center. At the same time, we worked to identify and preserve agricultural and natural resources development throughout the entire town.

Here are two broad outcomes within the PC’s proposed update particularly related to zoning districts: 

1) We seek to encourage and expand business, commercial, and light industry development by expanding areas where these types of uses will be allowed, through enhanced dimensional standards, and through increased types of uses in several zones throughout the town. We have slightly expanded the Commercial and Village Mixed zones and increased square footage allowances.

2) We seek to promote expanded residential development by allowing for increased density of housing at the north and south ends of the Village Planning Area (VPA) as outlined in the Town Plan. Such development would be contiguous to our current High Density Residential zone to the north and the Village Mixed zone to the south, and would not conflict with important mixed-use zoning districts which also exist within the VPA.

The PC acknowledges that much of Bristol’s eastern portion will continue to be zoned Conservation, in part because of its mountainous topography.  We have tried not only to build upon established residential development patterns in the north and south but also to expand certain zone boundaries and types of uses in the Rural/Agricultural Planning Area just to west of the Village Planning Area along Route 116 and Burpee Road.  

The Town Plan’s emphasis on encouraging increased development opportunities requires a new level of attention to site plan features of proposed projects.  The PC has increased the number of allowable uses in every zone and therefore has added a requirement for Site Plan Review that will guide an applicant whose project is permitted to indicate to the Planning Commission plans specific to the project site, but starting with the assumption that indeed the proposed project is appropriate by virtue of its permitted status.

Finally, the PC is attempting to provide clarity for property owners and zoning administrators. These efforts have resulted in suggested changes to Town zoning which we think meet these goals. The Planning Commission, in working with planning consultant and director of the Addison County Regional Planning Commission Adam Lougee, has proposed a re-organization of the Bristol Zoning Regulations booklet in order to make it a more user-friendly resource for future development applicants, town administrators, and municipal bodies that will be implementing the regulations.

Respectfully submitted by,



Susan K. Kavanagh, chair
Bristol Planning Commission
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