
TOWN OF BRISTOL, VERMONT 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 

  11 AUGUST 2016 

AT HOLLEY HALL, BRISTOL VT 

 

MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ken Johnson (KJ), Chair; Pete Diminico (PD) Vice-Chair; Katie 

Reilley (KR), Clerk; David Henderson (DH); David Rosen (DR); Kristen Underwood (KU); 

Randy Durand (RD) 

 

ALSO ATTENDING: Caitlin Cusack; Gabe Andrews; Phoenix King  

 

I. Call to order. 

Meeting called to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 

II. Public comment period. 

 Caitlin Cusack present; invited by Kristen for possible membership interest. 

Gabe Andrews present to discuss Item VI.F. 

Phoenix King present to discuss Item. VI.G.  

 

III.  Addition of items to the agenda. (discussed after Item VII.A.) 

A. Farr/Fuller property: request to contribute funds to establish buffer along Baldwin 

Creek. 

Kristen explained that the property along the west side of VT Route 116, the 

Farr/Fuller property preserved by the Vermont Land Trust (VLT) and occupied by the 

Roleaus, needs a riparian buffer to protect Baldwin Creek. US Fish & Wildlife and 

VLT are looking to provide plantings in the spring of 2017 within a five-acre area, with 

a cost of $6000 for plantings and $4000 for installation. USF&W is contributing $3000. 

New Haven River Anglers Association might also contribute, but an amount has not 

been determined.  

DR moved, and PD seconded, that BCC supports the planting of a buffer as described 

on the VLT easement of the former Farr/Fuller property along Baldwin Creek, with 

funds to be expended from the CRF up to $2500. Motion passes 6 yes, one no (DH). 

 

IV. Approval of minutes of 9 June 2016; no meeting in July 2016. 

DR moved that the minutes of 9 June 2016 be approved; KU seconded; approved by all. 

 

V. Correspondence 

E-mails related to items listed below. 

 

VI. Old Business 

A. Green Stormwater Infrastructure:  Vermont Community Fund Grant; potential 

projects. 

As a result of a solicitation by Ken Johnson in the Front Porch Forum regarding 

properties impacted by stormwater runoff, several residents contacted the Conservation 

Commission. Kristen and Pete inspected several of these properties during a rainstorm 

event. They looked at: the intersection of North Street and Fitch; Mountain Street and 

Mountain Terrace in general; and West Street in the vicinity of the Creamee Stand. 



These are locations to be evaluated further. In addition, along with sections of the 

village that have not been inspected during a stormwater event, other properties 

brought to the Commission’s attention will be inspected.  

The intent is to have a list of potential projects that are appropriate subjects for funding 

under the Ecosystem Restoration Program (ERP). Steve Libby is looking to apply for 

funding to develop engineering plans to build the improvement recommended by the 

Commission. To that end, the Commission needs a prioritized list from which Steve 

can develop a grant application. He was looking to apply for the September-October 

round of grant applications, but might have to wait until February of 2017. 

Kristen clarified our standing with Steve regarding a prior commitment as part of the 

Lake Champlain Basin Program: 2015 Flood Resilience and Climate Change grant in 

which the BCC was to choose a stormwater project by December. Kristen said we had 

identified the North Street/Fitch Avenue as our initial target.  

 

G. Sycamore Park: Phoenix King Proposed Eagle Scout Project: update. 

 (taken out of order) 

Phoenix King was present to discuss his Eagle Scout Project at Sycamore Park to the 

Commission.  He proposes to build four picnic tables with benches; widen the path to 

the river; and, make and install directional signs. Pete volunteered to provide 

construction information. Phoenix discussed how he would raise funds to pay for the 

materials he needed. He also said that the invoices and receipts had to be made out to 

the recipient of the project: the town of Bristol. He will need to discuss the process with 

Therese. 

DR moved that the Bristol Conservation Commission go on record as supporting 

Phoenix King’s project; DH seconded; approved by all. 

 

B. Bristol Village tree inventory: Follow-up coordination Vermont Urban & Community 

Forestry Program; update. 

Randy discussed the Management Plan which included a recommendation to establish 

a Tree Advisory Board, as well as plans for planting trees. Randy will ask Elise Schadler 

as to the composition/expertise needed for members of the Advisory Board. Pete was 

concerned that we need to be vigilant about implementing the recommendations. 

There was also discussion about using Conservation Reserve Fund monies for 

purchasing and planting trees as indicated in the plan. 

  

C. Saunders River Access:  tree planting project; update. 

Kristen explained that she had been contacted by Stever Bartlett, who was looking for a 

community service project for his football team. She suggested work on the Saunders 

River Access transplanting saplings. This is scheduled for August 31
th 

from 1-4 p.m. 

Extra help would be appreciated. 

 

VII. New Business (taken out of order) 

A. Paul Fuller site: control of Japanese Knotweed: coordination with Vermont Agency of 

Agriculture and Vermont River Conservancy. 

Kristen is following up with Steve Libby of the Vermont River Conservancy (VRC) to 

get support for controlling Japanese knotweed on the Paul Fuller property. The project, 

as initiated by Ben Gabos of the Vermont Agency of Agriculture, is within a publicly 

held conservation easement obtained by VRC. The knotweed is growing at a significant 



rate and is impacting the growth of the trees planted in the area as part of the original 

project. The proposed work would use the herbicide Rodeo to knock down the 

knotweed and release the young trees.  The plan is to target the knotweed as soon as 

possible to stunt its growth this year, then follow up with grant money to continue the 

process each year. As soon as the trees became established, the herbicide would be 

stopped. 

VAA and VRC are looking for partners to help fund this. They have approached two 

contractors, and have quotes of approximately $1650 for one treatment.  

According to Mr. Gabos there is no longer any money in the Conservation Reserve 

Program to pay for the treatments recommended to control the knotweed, nor does 

the VRC have the funds to pay for the work. Kristen suggested possibly getting 

contributions from the New Haven River Anglers and the Conservation Reserve Fund.  

DR moved, and RD seconded, to use up to $1000 of the Conservation Reserve Fund 

to help pay for the contract to target the Japanese knotweed. 

 

VI. Old Business (con’t) 

 

D. Conservation Commission membership: update. 

Devlin Rutherford has gotten a job in Wyoming, which means we now have two 

openings on the Commission. Ken will put a message in Front Porch Forum. Caitlin 

Cusack will decide if she would like to join, and was told she had to apply through the 

Selectboard. 

 

E. South Street Historical Walk: update. No New information. 

 

F. Flood Resilience Master’s Project: coordination on presentation by Gabe Andrews 

project; update. 

Gabe was present to discuss his schedule and the need to coordinate several different 

events. He has been in touch with the Town Office regarding the process to get coffee 

and snacks for the presentation to the public on August 28, 2016 in Holley Hall. 

Bristol Bakery and Almost Home are the two places most commonly used. Gabe will 

meet with Darla to discuss this. 

PD moved, and DR seconded, to expend $150 from the Conservation Commission 

operating budget, for expenses. 

 

VIII. Other 

 

IX. Upcoming events 

A. August 28, 2016: Flood Resilience Project; presentation by Gabe Andrews; Holley 

Hall, 1:00-2:30 PM. 

B. August 31, 2016: Saunders River Access: transplanting and watering tree saplings 

 

X. Next Meeting Schedule: Thursday, 8 September 2016. 

 

XI. Adjournment 

DR moved that the meeting be adjourned; DH seconded; approved by all. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 

 



 


