TOWN OF BRISTOL, VERMONT

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

 11 SEPTEMBER 2014

AT HOLLEY HALL, BRISTOL VT

MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ken Johnson (KJ), Chair; Pete Diminico (PD) Vice-Chair; Katie Reilley (KR), Clerk; David Henderson (DH); David Rosen (DR); Kristen Underwood (KU); Randy Durand (RD)

ALSO ATTENDING: Rick Taylor

I.
Call to order.

Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m.

II.
Public comment period; additions to agenda.

Rick Taylor attended the meeting to observe the work of the Commission and to express his interest in becoming a member of the Commission.

III.
Approval of minutes of 14 August 2014 

DR moved that the minutes of 14 August 2014 be approved; KJ seconded. 

Under discussion, Item VIII. B. was clarified. “Saturday” should read “Friday” and, the description should read “Co-sponsored by Bristol Conservation Commission, The Watershed Center and Vermont Family Forests and facilitated by the Bristol Rec. Department.” 

Approved by all as amended.

IV.
Correspondence

E-mails related to items listed below.
V.
Old Business

A. Former Saunders Properties, South 116 Road, Bristol Flats: Update; discussion of maintenance items.


Kristen said Steve Libby has set up a site visit for 9:30 a.m. Oct. 3, 2014, to show the project to representatives of Vermont Fish & Wildlife and Vermont Housing and Conservation Board.


Dave Henderson was concerned about the viability of the plantings as the river water levels were quite low. The river flow appears to be trying to move back to the eastern channel, which was part of the project design.
B.
Farmland Conservation: Farr/Fuller properties on North 116 Bristol; update; discussion of Bristol Gateway Celebration held on September 6, 2014.


The celebration was successful, with about 40-50 people attending. Members of the Fuller family sponsored the catering for the event.

 C. 
Vermont Geological Survey bedrock mapping of Bristol and South Mountain Quadrangles; update; discussion on derivative maps.


Pete explained he has been communicating with Vermont Geologic Survey (VGS) staff regarding the completion of the work.  Residents who had their wells tested have been contacted and will receive information about their water quality results shortly. 


Pete also mentioned that we should hold a joint meeting with VGS and the Planning Commission sooner rather than later to discuss derivative maps. The project is supposed to be finalized by December. We also need to clarify when VGS should receive payment ($6000) for their work.


Pete is to follow up.

D.
Bristol Village tree inventory: On-going coordination Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program.



Randy explained that the tree inventory will start on the steps of Holley Hall at 9:30 a.m. September 16, 2014, and will be completed in 2 days. Randy will take care of getting information to the Selectboard (with Memorandum of Understanding signature) and to the public on Front Porch Forum. The town website will also have more information on the program.


E.
Vermont Institute of Natural Science Raptor Encounter: October 3 at Holley Hall: on-going coordination; support from Recreation Department and the Watershed Center.


This item was clarified regarding sponsorship:  the event is receiving support from the Bristol Recreation Department, and is sponsored by Bristol Conservation Commission, Vermont Family Forests (VFF) and The Watershed Center (TWC). Pete explained that the Rec. Department is facilitating the program and publicizing it, while the sponsors are contributing money to pay for the event. VFF and TWC are each contributing $100, so the Conservation Commission will pay $255 from its operating budget.


There will be no charge for the program, but contributions can be made at the door.

F.
Conservation Reserve Fund: discussion concerning the Watershed Wildlands Project at the Watershed Center; other CRF items.


Kristen presented the BCC request to use up to $5935 to complete the funding needed by The Watershed Center for their Watershed Wildlands Project. The Selectboard approved the request; however, the Selectboard minutes for that meeting read the amount as slightly higher. It has not yet been determined as to the exact amount needed.


Regarding other CRF items, Pete suggested that the Commission should think more broadly as to what types of projects might be facilitated by contributions from the CRF, such as improvement of stormwater quality in Bristol Village. The Commission supported his efforts.
G.
Conservation Commission membership; on-going discussion.



Rick Taylor expressed his positive support of the activities of the Conservation Commission, and will talk with the Selectboard about appointment to the Commission.



Caitlin Cusack will be attending the October meeting to observe the workings of the Conservation Commission.

VI.
New Business

A. 
Organizational meeting; election of officers.


After brief discussion, DR moved and KJ seconded that the current slate of officers of the Bristol Conservation Commission be re-elected for the year. Approved by all.


Officers: Ken Johnson, Chair; Pete Diminico, Vice-Chair; Katie Reilley, Clerk.

VII.
Other

VIII.
 Events

A.
Friday, 3 October 2014.  VINS Raptor Encounter, Holley Hall, VT.  Co-sponsored by Bristol Conservation Commission, The Watershed Center, and Vermont Family Forests and facilitated by the Bristol Rec Department.

B.
(added) Saturday, Nov. 1, 2014 Annual Meeting of the Association of Conservation Commissions.

C. (added) Thursday, Sept. 18, 2014 Annual Meeting of the Vermont Natural Resources Council at the Old Lantern Inn & Barn in Charlotte.

D. (added) Saturday, Sept. 27 Bristol Harvest Festival; Rec. Dept. looking for help in setting up and breaking down.

IX.
Next Meeting Schedule: Thursday, 9 October 2014.

X.
Adjournment

DH moved that the meeting be adjourned; KJ seconded; approved by all.

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m.
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