TOWN OF BRISTOL, VERMONT

CONSERVATION COMMISSION

APPROVED MINUTES OF MEETING HELD

9 OCTOBER 2014

AT HOLLEY HALL, BRISTOL VT

MEMBERS ATTENDING: Ken Johnson (KJ), Chair; Pete Diminico (PD) Vice-Chair; Katie Reilley (KR), Clerk; Kristen Underwood (KU); Randy Durand (RD)

ALSO ATTENDING: 

I.
Call to order.

Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m.

II.
Public comment period.


No public present.

III.
Approval of minutes of 11 September 2014. 

KU moved that the minutes of 11 September 2014 be approved; PD seconded; approved by all.

IV.
Correspondence

A. E-mails related to items listed below.

B. Minutes of the Bristol Selectboard from September 29, 2014 indicated that Rick Taylor has been appointed to the Conservation Commission for a term to expire March 2017.
V.
Old Business

A. Former Saunders Properties, South 116 Road, Bristol Flats: Update; discussion of maintenance items.

Kristen related that on October 3rd, 2014, she met with Stever Libby and Kris Hammer from Vermont Housing and Conservation Board to review the Bristol Flats project. They also discussed having Middlebury College students put together a video clip to explain their the project and their participation in it. Pete may talk about fishing also.

Willows are showing signs of growth. Kristen has laminated informational items to be put in the kiosk. She will coordinate with Pete.

B.
Farmland Conservation: Farr/Fuller properties on North 116 Bristol; update.

House is coming along. Pete related that all the lumber used in the construction if either from the original house or cut from the property.

C. 
Vermont Geological Survey bedrock mapping of Bristol and South Mountain Quadrangles; update; discussion on Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with VGS; derivative maps and meeting with VGS staff and Planning Commission on 13 November 2014.

The MOU has gone back to the Selectboard for signatures. Once it’s signed it goes back to Larry Becker (VGS) and Agency of Natural Resources. When the signatures are all in place, the Town will be billed for the services.

At the November 13, 2014 BCC meeting Jon Kim and George Springston (VGS representatives) will meet with BCC and the Planning Commission representatives to discuss and finalize the derivative maps that VGS will generate. These maps can be set up for display at Town Meeting March 2015.

D.
Bristol Village tree inventory: Follow-up coordination Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program.

Randy explained that Elise Schadler is looking to meet with the Commission and other Bristol representatives (or public) to discuss the tree inventory. This is part of the project elements for the UVM students. Randy will contact Elise to see if the BCC December meeting (11 December 2014) will work for her.


E.
Vermont Institute of Natural Science Raptor Encounter: held October 3 at Holley Hall; discussion of attendance, etc.

Over 100 people attended the event, and they were particularly impressed with the American kestrel, as well as the barred owl and rough-legged hawk.

Regarding the payment for the presentation, Pete said that Vermont Family Farms and The Watershed Center contributed $100 each. The remaining $250 came from the Conservation Reserve Fund. No donations were collected.

F.
Conservation Reserve Fund: closure on the Watershed Wildlands Project at the Watershed Center; other CRF items.

The project has not yet been closed on, but contributions have been completed. Approximately $5,098 came from the Conservation Reserve Fund and the remainder from public donations.

G.
Conservation Commission membership; on-going discussion.

The appointment of Rick Taylor brings BCC membership up to 8, with one opening remaining. 

VI.
New Business

A.
Monkton Agricultural and Natural Areas Committee: discussion about possible meeting.

Ken had received an email requesting possible dates for a collaborative meeting; he replied with our BCC meeting dates. He has not yet heard back regarding a meeting date.

VII.
Other

A.
Therese Kirby, Town Manager, related a request from Michelle Perlee to address the density of Japanese knotweed at Sycamore Pak. The Commission was not optimistic about being able to remove or even control the plant. The Commission will continue to investigate new approaches to controlling or eradicating invasive plants.

B. Pete will provide a summary of BCC projects for the Association of Vermont Conservation Commission Annual Meeting.

VIII.
Next Meeting Schedule and Agenda 


A.
Next meeting: 13 November 2014. Add BCC future projects, including Rain  Gardens. 

IX.
Upcoming events

X.
Adjournment

KR moved that the meeting be adjourned; PD seconded; approved by all.

Meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m.

